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Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

Lumen Gentium

2. CHURCH
Communion of life in Christ.

Sacrosanctum Concilium

3. CELEBRATION
Living the Christian Mystery in Liturgy 

and prayer.

Gaudium et Spes

4. LIFE
The search for holiness and truth in the 

modern world.

Layer 1: Curriculum Foundations 
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Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

1.4
God 
the 
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Spirit

1.3
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Layer 3: Focused Components of Study

Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

1.4
God 
the 
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t

1.3
God the 

Son

1.2
God the 
Father

1.1
Knowing God

1.1.1 Ways of coming to know God



Lumen Gentium

2. CHURCH

Communion of life in Christ.



Gaudium et Spes

4. LIFE
The search for holiness and truth in 

the modern world.

Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.
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Knowing God

1.1.1 Ways of coming to know God

Lumen Gentium

2. CHURCH
Communion of life in Christ.

Sacrosanctum Concilium

3. CELEBRATION
Living the Christian Mystery in 

Liturgy and prayer.
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Learning in context: This builds on:…
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Demonstrate 
accurate 
knowledge of 

the text of John 
1:1-3, 14, in the 
context of 
John’s prologue

Interpret John 
1:1-3, 14 in the 
light of Genesis, 
chapter 1

Use the following 
vocabulary, in their variety 
of grammatical forms to 
enhance the 
interpretation:
• Incarnation
• Divine
• Human

Compare their own beliefs about 
Jesus, in the light of this text, with the 
beliefs of others, identifying 
similarities and differences.

Present arguments 
for and against the 
divinity of Jesus in a 
logical chain of 
argument

Use the text of 
John’s Gospel 
critically to 
enhance the 
arguments for 
or against.

Arrive at a 
judgement that 
is a coherent 
reflection of 
the evaluation 
of the 
arguments 
presented.
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Demonstrate 
accurate 
knowledge of 
the text of John 
1:1-3, 14

Make relevant 
connections 
between John 
1:1-3, 14 and 
Genesis, 
chapter 1

Use the following 
vocabulary accurately in 
making connections:
• Incarnation
• Divine
• Human

Consider their own beliefs about Jesus 
and be able to articulate whether this 
text makes any difference to those 
beliefs

Present  arguments 
for and against the 
divinity of Jesus. 

Use the text of 
John’s Gospel in 
the 
presentation of 
the arguments

Arrive at a 
judgement 
based on the 
arguments
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Recall some 
words or 
phrases from 
the text of John 
1:1-3, 14

Make links 
between John 
1:1-3, 14 and 
Genesis, 
chapter 1

Use some of the following 
vocabulary, sometimes 
accurately:
• Incarnation
• Divine
• Human

Describe what, if anything, this text 
means to them

Express a point of 
view about the 
divinity of Jesu and 
give some reasons 
for it.

Arrive at a 
judgement.

AT1:K&U AT2:E&R AT3:A&E



Critiques

• Too prescriptive: schools liked the two page spread but recognised 
that a two page spread for each age-related topic would lead to a 
huge document that was far too prescriptive.

• Ghettoization: the four cornered presentation leads to Catholic 
content but presented in a way that is not Catholic: ghettoising each 
of the areas of knowledge when in reality they are experienced in a 
much more integrated and coherent way.

• Lack of a theological narrative foundation. What story do we tell to 
explain the curriculum directory structure. We have a story. We tell it 
to ourselves every liturgical year. Why not use it?



A narrative heart

• Christian faith rests not upon universal reason or human self-
consciousness, but is sustained through and as commitment to a 
story. The story is not supported by anything else, by another story, 
theory or argument. The story is simply told, and faith is a certain 
way of telling it, a way of living and embodying it; a habit of the 
heart…theology is the discipline of a practice which is first and last 
the following of a story: the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ…theology has no foundation other than the community that 
tells the story by which it is told.

(Loughlin 1996, x)



Harvest

God, Creation, The Fall



Advent

Remembrance, Prophecy, Hope



Christmas

Revelation, Incarnation, Mystery



Harvest

God, Creation, The Fall

Lent

Proclamation, Metanoia, Kingdom



Advent

Remembrance, Prophecy, Hope 
Covenant, Salvation, Resurrection 



Christmas

Revelation, Incarnation, Mystery

Pentecost

Trinity, Church, Mission



The beauty of God’s world

Harvest

God, Creation, The Fall



God’s special people: Mary

Advent

Remembrance, Prophecy, Hope



God’s love for everyone:
Jesus

Christmas

Revelation, Incarnation, Mystery



The beauty of God’s world
Being sorry

Lent

Proclamation, Metanoia, Kingdom

Harvest

God, Creation, The Fall



God’s special people: Mary

Advent

Remembrance, Prophecy, Hope

New life

Covenant, Salvation, Resurrection 



God’s love for everyone:
Jesus

Christmas

Revelation, Incarnation, Mystery

Living God’s way

Pentecost

Trinity, Church, Mission
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Covenant, Salvation, Resurrection 

God’s  special people: Mary
New life

Advent

Remembrance, Prophecy, Hope



Christmas

Revelation, Incarnation, Mystery

God’s  love for everyone:
Jesus



Lent

Proclamation, Metanoia, Kingdom

The beauty of God’s world
Being sorry

Harvest

God, Creation, The Fall



Covenant, Salvation, Resurrection 

God’s special people: Mary
New l ife

Advent

Remembrance, Prophecy, Hope













For each sixth, for each year group:

• We listen (Scripture/Magisterial text)

• We believe (Doctrine/Theological Concepts)

• We gather (Church/Authority)

• We celebrate (Sacraments/Liturgy/Prayer)

• We live (Life/Ethics)

• We share/encounter/learn/dialogue…(Inter-religious 
dialogue/Philosophy)



Catholic School 

Inspection
Current situation and 

timeline for next steps



Current Situation

• The draft text for the Evaluation Schedule and Grade Descriptors was 
sent out to dioceses at the end of June.

• The consultation on the text closed on 20 September. Some dioceses 
submitted summary responses as a diocese, others send out the 
survey directly to schools and some dioceses did both.

• The responses to the consultation are being analysed and an updated 
draft prepared for presentation to the Bishops in November.



Current Situation

• We will be asking the Bishops to:
❑Commit to a national framework for inspection, and to using a common 

handbook.

❑We will also be asking the Bishops at plenary in November to commit to a 
common approach to the recruitment, training and accreditation of 
inspectors.

• The evaluation schedule and grade descriptors part of the handbook 
is all we have consulted on so far.

• We will be working on the ‘process’ part of the handbook over the 
coming two terms.



Current situation

• The process part of the handbook will include things like:
❑Common periods of notice

❑Common reporting format

❑Common Self-evaluation form

❑Common evidence gathering forms for inspectors

• All of these will be shared in draft for comment as they emerge and 
will be consulted on separately.



Timeline

• Bishops plenary: November 2019

• Ongoing preparation of documents and training materials: December 
2019 – May 2020

• Training of new inspectors and voluntary inspection pilots: 
September 2020-July 2021

• New Inspection Framework in place for all schools in all dioceses 
from September 2021



1. To what extent 
do you agree that 
this is the 
appropriate 
structure for a 
national framework 
for inspection?



2. To what extent 
do you agree with 
this increase in 
demand for the 
good and 
outstanding grade 
descriptors for 
overall 
effectiveness?



3 a) To what extent do 
you agree that 
compliance with the 
curriculum demands of 
the Bishops' 
Conference becomes a 
condition for achieving 
an outstanding grade 
for overall 
effectiveness?
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for overall 
effectiveness?



3b) To what extent do 
you agree that the 
detail given in 
Appendix 1 (p.38) will 
be helpful in applying 
this compliance 
requirement?



4a) To what extent do you 
agree that two out of the 
three grades for outcomes, 
provision and leadership 
need to be good or 
outstanding in order to 
achieve a good or 
outstanding grade in each 
of the Key Judgement 
areas?



4b) To what extent do you 
agree that outcomes, 
provision and leadership be 
given equal weight within 
each Key Judgement area 
descriptor (i.e. that pupil 
outcomes does NOT 
function as a limiting 
judgement)?



Rigour 
metrics

0.4



Some Ofsted updates

● Overdue inspections
● Deep dives
● Subject reports








