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Twins star in Maths as Bishop Thomas Grant School Celebrates 100% ‘A’ Level success

Bishop Thomas Grant School twins Taylor and Jerome Bernard both scored top grades 
in their Maths ‘A’ Level and will take up their places at university, Taylor to study Nuclear 
Science and Materials at Birmingham and Jerome to study Economics at Loughborough. 
When asked for the secret of his success in Maths, Taylor commented: ”Loads of practice, 
paper after paper – that’s how to do it!”

With 100% pass rate at A*-E, the majority of students have achieved the grades they 
need for university – top A*A grades held up well at 21%. Students with A grades include 
Gabriella Emery, who will now study Classics at Wadham College, Oxford – Gabriella joins 
Bishop Thomas Grant School student Romy Patrick who secured her place at Somerville 
College, Oxford earlier this year. With straight A grades and an A* in French, Santiago Puerta will take up his place at Durham 
University to study French and Arabic or Chinese. Alex Virtue scored A*AA and will go to Birmingham University for his Politics 
and International Relations course. Isabelle Antoine will go to study Finance and Management at Loughborough University. 
Isabelle Takyi-Kufuor will be attending SOAS London University studying Law. Heloisa Cabral has secured her place at Bristol 
University to study Veterinary Science.

Students opting out of university to take up apprenticeship programmes include Jordan Chatterjee, who is due to join Mercedes, 
and Bruno Costa, who is taking an apprenticeship in Child Development at St Thomas’ Hospital. “I did well on my work 
experience at a primary school and I think the children liked me too” commented Bruno.

Both Jordan and Bruno followed the popular BTEC route at Bishop Thomas Grant School - BTEC results were again outstanding 
this year with 100% pass rate in all subjects, 92% at Distinction* Distinction, the equivalent of A*A at A Level. Notable successes 
include George Tovey, who will now go on to St Mary’s University in Twickenham to study Health and Exercise Nutrition having 
achieved D*D*D* in BTEC Sports Science. George is a long distance runner and ran for team Felix with Mo Farah (George 
behind him!). Joining him at St Mary’s will be a number of other Bishop Thomas Grant School students with triple D* in BTEC, 
including Holly Brady (Primary School Teaching) and Joao Marques (Physical Education).

Head of Sixth Form Mrs Levenson praised her students for their “fantastic work ethic and dedication to their studies.”
Headteacher Ms Bernadette Boyle echoed her thoughts: “In a year of increasing challenges in education I am delighted that 
our students have yet again made the grade. I would like to thank the staff, who have worked tirelessly to help students achieve 
so well in the new ‘A’ Levels, and also our BTEC tutors who year-in-year out are the architects of our students’ success in this 
valuable qualification. Well done to all concerned!”
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St John’s Catholic School has a wonderful musical send off for their Music Teacher who 
retired at the end of the summer term. There was a fantastic musical assembly (with the 
children) and Musical themed Afternoon Tea (with the Staff).

Mrs Fiona Sinfield has been the Music Teacher at St John’s since 2000 and her retirement 
was celebrated in style with children performing and showing their musical talents in many 
ways e.g. dance, song, musical instrument soloist performances etc. Mrs Sinfield also played 
a Piano Concerto to the children and sang a piece from an Italian Opera as part of her 
Retirement Assembly.  St John’s places a high value on music in the curriculum and children 
at the school are enthusiastic and appreciative of a wide rage of musical styles. 

Royal Fun at Kingston’s Rose Theatre
The stage of the Rose Theatre, Kingston received a visit from the 
Prince of Wales on 27th June  …   but who was the real Prince of 
Wales? 

All was resolved in Richard Challoner School’s annual summer 
production at the theatre as they presented ‘THE PRINCE AND 
THE PAUPER’, Mark Twain’s classic tale of mistaken identity, set 
in the reign of King Henry VIII. The novel was adapted by Neil 
Zoladkiewicz, the school’s ex- director of Drama.  

The cast of students from Years 7-10 was headed by Year 7 student 
Samuel Wells as the real Prince and Brandon Paryag as the poor 
boy who changes places with him. 

St Michael’s students enjoy end of year House reward trips
The students of St Michael’s Catholic College enjoyed the penultimate day of term-18th July-with each one of the Houses 
enjoying a reward trip. Throughout the year students were working hard to gain points for their house through charity events, 
hard work in lessons, acts of service around the school and house events. House activities included a soap run, debating, five a 
side football, rowing, chess competition and a table tennis competition to name just a few! Each house is dedicated to an 
important Salesian saint or a beatified person. The house events provided amazing opportunities for the students to live their 
Salesian Values through helping others and celebrating each other’s talents. 

Every single student was rewarded for their hard work and acts of service as they all went out on the last day of term visiting 
Go Ape, Southend, Chessington and many other places. We look forward to seeing what the students can achieve through the 
house system this academic year!
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Sisters from the shrine of Our Lady of All Nations visited St Edward’s 
Catholic Primary School

St Joseph’s pupils raise money for charities
Being a Catholic school, contributing to the common good of society is a fundamental part of 
our ethos. We promote social justice, peace, love for the poor and solidarity among nations. 
Pupils are encouraged to live by our school motto Res Non Verba which means ‘deeds not 
words’. The school raises money annually for various charities such as Missio, Demelza, 
Fairtrade, Homeless Charities, a school in India and CAFOD, amongst others. 

Pupil Leaders at St Joseph’s Convent Preparatory School raised nearly £3000 for charities by 
organising a range of successful fundraising events. Fundraising is an integral part of the role 
of Head Girl, Head Boy and Head of Spirituality. The events are also a great opportunity for 
pupils to enjoy fun activities and to learn about charitable causes.

St Edward’s Catholic Primary School in Sheerness invited Sisters from  the 
shrine of Our Lady of All Nations in Holland and their Mother House in 
Slovakia, from the 8th of October until the 13th.

Sister Bridget and Sister Crescentia met with all the children, answered 
questions and shared stories. Year 6 performed their beautiful liturgical 
dance of the Passion for our guests. Although the shrine is in Holland, 
the Nuns order is in Slovakia. The Nuns also visited our sister school in 
Sittingbourne, St Peter’s Catholic Primary School.

We are so grateful to the sisters for choosing our school and parish for their mission. They left us a present of a sewn, velcro 
hanging version of the image of Our Lady. The children enjoyed playing with this very much. The children were so polite and 
respectful during the day. Our visitors commented that our school is full of love and Jesus’ values; that the children were ‘alive’ with 
learning and love; and that the staff were modelling the values to the children all through the day.

Our Parish also spent time with the Sisters, visiting Aylesford Priory in Maidstone and Sittingbourne Convent. They also enjoyed 
spending time with the Parish at Mass and the Bible Journaling group.

A family quiz, organised by Head Girl, Siobhán, raised £1024 for WaterAid. The quiz was a great night of family fun with mixed 
teams of adults and children. It was a very professional affair, with an experienced quizmaster. Siobhan gave a speech about her 
chosen charity and why it was important to give children access to water. 

Our Head of Spirituality, Sienna, raised over £700 by organising a St Joseph’s Got Talent event.  The event was in aid of Cancer 
Research and saw children from across the school audition and practise before performing their acts on the day.  A range of talents 
were showcased including dancers, singers, acrobats and gymnasts.  

A further £868 was raised by Head Boy, Ellis, who organised a family fun-run for Ellenor Hospice. The run took place after our annual 
Sports Day; all the children and their families ran several laps of the school field alongside Ellenor’s mascot, Ellie the Elephant. It was 
great to see such supportive family networks. 

Outstanding achievements of St Philomena’s High School recognised by the Mayor of London

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has celebrated the outstanding performance of St Philomena’s High School for the third 
consecutive year since the celebratory programme began.

The school was honoured for its work to reduce educational inequality and achieve exceptional results for young people who were 
previously behind in their studies.

St Philomena’s has been recognised for securing outstanding outcomes for disadvantaged pupils, in particular those with low 
attainment.

The Schools for Success programme was created by the Mayor in 2017 to improve the support given to young people from
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Divine celebration for Richard Challoner 60th Anniversary 
Members of the Richard Challoner School community enjoyed one of their most 
highly emotive Masses ever at St George’s Cathedral in Southwark last week, to 
celebrate the school’s very special 60th anniversary of opening.

The traditional “Challoner Day” is an intrinsic part of the school calendar and 
offers students and their parents, staff and friends of the school the opportunity 
to mark together the birthday of the school’s founder, Bishop Richard Challoner 
with a powerful and heart-warming Mass in St George’s Cathedral.  The Mass 
was celebrated by Archbishop John Wilson, and concelebrated by six priests, four 
of whom are either former students or staff, as well as our local Parish Priest who 
celebrates weekly Mass in the school’s Chapel.  The poignant homily given by 
Archbishop Wilson focussed on the need for change coming from within oneself and 
not relying on a change in circumstances to fix challenges and alleviate difficulties.

The powerful music performed by 80 students and staff was led by the school’s 
new Director of Music, Mr Neil Cannon. The music was extremely moving and 
took our Challoner Day Mass to a new level.  Musical pieces included the Gloria 
by Schubert and a new piece ‘Communion Acceptance’ written especially for the 
60th anniversary by Mr Cannon and Mr Neil D’Aguiar, the school’s Lay Chaplain.  
Mr Cannon commented:  “It was a huge privilege to direct the choir and brass 
ensemble for our 60th Anniversary. The sound from the front of the choir stalls 
was truly incredible and they all did a fantastic job. It was a very fitting way to give 
thanks for the wonderful school we have”.

At the end of the Mass, Archbishop Wilson presented the school’s Headteacher, 
Mr Sean Maher, with a framed Papal Blessing to the school from the Holy Father.

Over 1,300 Challoner members travelled to central London to participate in the 
celebratory Mass, and the event was organised with meticulous attention to detail 
at every stage. Mr D’Aguiar ensured that all students, irrespective of any additional 
difficulties, were adequately supported throughout the event by high levels of staff.

The school’s Head of Art, Mr Tom Bailey, designed a special cross to mark the 
60th anniversary which took inspiration from the stained glass window in St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. He master-minded the creation of a unique Community Cross 
highlighting the importance of the powerful family ethos within Richard Challoner 
School. Pupils in years 7-13 as well as all staff were invited to put their fingerprint 
into clay, which was then fired and glazed in a colour in relation to the different 
year groups and this now reflects as a radiant light behind the cross. Father Michael 
Lowell, the school’s new Foundation Governor, blessed the Community Cross at 
the start of the school’s celebratory lunch and this is now in focal position in the 
school’s main hall.

Continuing the Art theme for marking the anniversary, and with inspiration from the 
sculptures and paintings currently around the school, Mr Bailey used acrylics with 
a range of expressive brush strokes to paint a portrait of Bishop Richard Challoner 
which conveyed his kind and calm nature. This was placed on the Altar during the 

disadvantaged backgrounds. The programme recognises primary and secondary schools that 
achieve strong progress for their lowest attaining students, has a strong overall performance and 
shares their work with other schools.  

The ceremony was hosted on Friday 27th September 2019 by Deputy Mayor for Education and 
Childcare Joanne McCartney. 

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said: “I’d like to congratulate the staff of St Philomena’s for 
their excellent work. Schools for Success was created to celebrate the difference that teachers, 
teaching assistants, support staff and governors are making every day to support children and 
reduce inequalities, and this school’s inclusive and supportive learning environment is a great 
example of this. London has the best schools and teachers in the country, and by working together 
we can make sure that no young Londoner is left behind.”
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Mass and will be positioned prominently in the school Chapel.

Reflecting on the special event, the school’s Headteacher, Mr Maher said:  “I can’t think of an occasion that could have been 
more fitting or made our Challoner family more proud. The students responded exceptionally well, the choir were amazing and 
Archbishop John was truly inspirational. An occasion that I and many others will remember with great gratitude and joy for a very, 
very long time.”

To continue the school’s special 60th Anniversary celebrations, staff have planned a series of events throughout the year to include:  
a Black Tie charity ball in June, a whole-school charity event in the summer term to support a local hospice, a Time Capsule 
showing an overview of the school’s diverse activities during this sixtieth year and a Christmas Concert by candlelight for Alumni 
and Friends.

Amelia Demby, a pupil at St Fidelis Catholic Primary School, was honoured for 
her commitment to school life.  Amelia was in the school choir for four years 
- regularly attending all practices and events.  She took part in the homeless 
sleepover held annually for our Year 5 and 6 pupils, not once but twice.  Amelia 
has been a Rights Respecting Ambassador at the school for three years, she 
is always welcoming to visitors, speaks confidently about her role and inspires 
younger Ambassadors to act in a respectful way. More recently she was part 
of a group who led a waste assembly for the rest of the school.  Amelia was 
instrumental in this task - meeting with Mark Hannon, Headteacher and putting 
the presentation together herself.  Amelia was chosen to be a school prefect 
because of her reliability and the positive and conscientious attitude she shows 
every day in school and no task is ever too much for her.  

A St Fidelis star from Erith shines bright in London’s West End

 Amelia peaks with compassion and thoughtfulness and is a role model for adults and children through her interactions.  This year, 
when the school started offering free bagels to children each morning, Amelia volunteered to be one of the serving team; coming 
to school early, giving up her time and has been reliable throughout, knowing that if she is not there to serve bagels, others may 
go hungry.

The awards ceremony was held in London’s West End and was powered by the Catholic national youth charity, Million Minutes.  
Guest of honour, Cardinal Vincent Nichols gave the Pope Francis award on the night, the overall youth award.  The awards 
celebrate and inspire young people to get more involved in social action projects, and help everyone reflect on how Catholic social 
teaching is being lived out in the everyday. 

Catherine Quirke, who nominated Amelia and is Deputy Head at St Fidelis, said “Amelia uses her talents and gifts for others, 
and she was nominated for this award to show her that what she does every day, is not what others do.  We are incredibly lucky 
to have her at St Fidelis”.


