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CELEBRATING THE WORK OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES ACROSS THE 
DIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK

Does your school have news to share? To feature in the Autumn term editon of The Crier, email your 
articles and photos to eceditor@rcaos.org.uk before 12pm on Friday 22nd October 2021 Articles must 

be no longer than 300 words.

Ash Wednesday 2021
The community of St Michael’s Catholic College in Bermondsey found a way to celebrate the 
beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday 2021. This was accomplished by having palm ashes, 
blessed by Fr Alan, posted out to pupils’ families and staff to provide them with the 
opportunity to mark the beginning of Lent.  

Staff at St Michael’s prepared and posted over 950 small bags of palm ash along with prayer 
cards and instructions before the start of the February half term break. The gesture was very 
well received by those within the St Michael’s community, as illustrated in this photograph of 
Imani David a Year 7 pupil. Overall a great demonstration of the strong faith community that 
exists even in this time of physical isolation. 
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Mayor’s Award for outstanding work 
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Huge congratulations go to Daniel Almeida from Richard Challoner 
School, New Malden and Raphaël Maurin from Cardinal Vaughan School 
in West London, who were awarded the prestigious Mayor’s Community 
Award on 14th April 2021.  

The Sixth Form students were nominated by St Joseph’s RC Church in 
New Malden for their ‘outstanding’, ongoing work in St Joseph’s, but 
particularly during the lockdown period. Both showed exceptional 
maturity, proactivity and motivation through managing the set-up of the 
parish’s live-streaming and the new formal booking system. They had to

learn how to do these things from scratch and developed new skills to provide an invaluable and much needed 
provision to the parish community.  

In addition to this, Daniel and Raphaël gave up a significant amount of their time to support the Parish office, 
represent the youth on the Parish Pastoral Council, provide catechesis for the children, organise the music (live and 
recorded), and aid in the safe re-opening of St Joseph’s.  

The Award was presented by Her Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Margaret Thompson, during a short private 
ceremony held in the grounds of the Guildhall in Kingston-upon-Thames. Daniel and Raphaël are enthusiastic, selfless 
and inspirational role models. Their commendable work ethic is testament to this Award being very richly deserved. 
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ECO SCHOOL SUCCESS!
Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ remains a profound invitation to everyone on the 
planet. Students at Ursuline College, Westgate-on-Sea, have responded to what we are all 
called to do.  

Ursuline College are very pleased to have received the Green Flag Award from Eco-Schools 
UK. To achieve the award students had to conduct an environmental review of our school 
before deciding upon an action plan which focusses on three particular aspects of 
sustainability and environmental awareness. Students are keen to focus on the topics of

St Fidelis’ Fabulous Farm Visit
With school trips not occurring this year, St Fidelis (Bexley) have 
arranged numerous opportunities, for the whole school to enjoy, 
within their own school grounds. This includes a farm visiting, a bird 
of prey display and inflatable days. “We are eager to not let 
Covid-19 disrupt the opportunities we provide for our children so we 
can continue to make sure they have varied and interesting 
experiences” Mrs Atherton.

The children thoroughly enjoyed the farm visiting which consisted of 
miniature donkeys, goats, rabbits, guinea pigs and ferrets. The 
children loved interacting with the animals, petting and feeding 
them. 

litter, biodiversity and marine conservation-excellent targets considering our beautiful school site and its easy access to 
the amazing Thanet coastline. Working around the inevitable Covid restrictions, members of the Eco Club have been 
conducting litter picks and mapping litter hotspots around the school site which has resulted in extra bins. Ursuline 
College has also signed up to the Terracycle scheme to recycle crisp packets and we are hoping to be able to recycle 
more in the future.  

The Ursuline College site lends itself well to biodiversity and students can already enjoy a variety of grassed areas, trees 
and flowerbeds. Hedgerows provide excellent habitats for the local wildlife. Students also enjoy spending time tending 
to the school’s eco-garden and conducting wildlife surveys. The college received a number of saplings of native British 
trees from the Woodland Trust and the school community will be planting these over the coming weeks.  

We are fortunate at Ursuline College to be situated very close to the beautiful beaches of Thanet and the entire school 
community enjoy these local amenities. However, through their studies in geography, some students became 
concerned about the impact of litter and plastic pollution and have asked to conduct beach cleans and educate the 
community on the importance of taking their litter home.  

Academy Principal, Mrs Englefield would like to thank Miss O’Donnell and Ms Scott who lead the Eco-Club, as well as 
the members for all their hard work and commitment. 

Each class from Nursery to Year 6 had time with the animals and have created fantastic work based on the visit. 
Everyone is looking forward to the next activity of the falconry display.

Children from Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School in Bromley, Kent, 
dedicated the month of May to Mary, ‘Our Lady’.

They have been particularly creative in commemorating this special month in the 
Catholic calendar.  Every class across the school, including Nursery, put aside 
time to pray a decade of the Rosary.  However, using their own ingenuity and 
creativity, they designed their very own class Rosaries to do so.  For instance, 
Nursery children made their class Rosary using their own handprints.  Other 
classes have been similarly creative, including making flowers and offering them 
up to Mary, using children’s art work to create Rosaries, making stain glass 
windows and crowns, and creating Rosaries out of hand made flowers.

Celebrating May, the month of Mary
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Head Girl Gives Advice from the Top
Bishop Thomas Grant School’s Head Girl Renee Okeke has faced unprecedented challenges in her role as Head 
Girl at her school in Streatham, South London. The national lockdown caused by the pandemic has meant that 
much of Renee’s interaction with parents and students at the school has been restricted to the inspirational words 
and advice she has provided regularly to students through the school’s newsletter. 

Renee explains:
Throughout the course of the pandemic, the sole purpose of the advice that I was giving was to ensure that students 
and parents alike were as supported as possible by the senior student leadership team. This meant that the Head 
Boy and I decided to write about topics that would be relevant to all students and parents including the importance 
of exercise, a good sleep schedule and most importantly, the significance of talking to someone if you were 
feeling worried about anything. Due to the lack of face-to-face communication that I had with the rest of the school 
at first, I struggled on how to articulate the information that I had gathered from various websites into a format that 
would be entertaining for all. However, as time progressed I simply expressed my feelings on the beneficial impact 
that exercise and healthy eating had on my mental health during the course of the lockdown. The positive feedback 
that was given back to me by the senior leadership team really encouraged me to continue producing articles for the 
school newsletter, demonstrating that even the smallest things can have the greatest impact.

On her future plans Renee writes:
Currently, I have been accepted into a Data and Technology Degree 
Apprenticeship at JP. Morgan Chase, an amazing opportunity that 
is dependent on me obtaining my predicted grades at the end of the 
year. Originally, I believed that the more traditional post 18 route of 
university was the one that I would follow. However, after months of 
thorough research with the help of BTG’s UCAS coordinator, 
interviews and workshops I came to the conclusion that the best 
method for the progression of my learning is through practical 
methods that can only be gained through apprenticeship schemes. 
This opportunity has obviously had a massive, yet positive impact on 
my plans for the future, as I will leave university with my student debt 
already paid, 4 years’ of a salary (minus taxes) and 4 years of work 
experience. With this amazing experience, I hope to be able to be

able to travel briefly after the end of my 4-year course and then obtain my M.A. in Cybersecurity, a subject that I 
have been passionate about for a lengthy period of time.

Thank you for your work for the school, Renee, and we wish you every success.

St Philomena Students Compete in the AWS GetIT Competition.
AWS GetIT is an initiative designed by Amazon Web Services to 
encourage girls aged 12-13 to consider a career in tech.

Students at St Philomena’s learned practical digital and IT skills, 
experience working as a team, and gained self-confidence by 
presenting ideas to wider audiences – all while being exposed to 
technology as a potential career.

Computing at St Philomena’s has grown hugely, students can attend 
an additional twilight lesson in Year 8 & 9. Currently 47 students have 
chosen to study Computing GCSE in September 2021 and A-Level 

Computer Science is a post 16 option also.

With over 100 entries, St Philomena’s Catholic High School for Girls has been selected and team Nebula and their 
app North Star are through to the semi-final. The students involved are Phoebe Lloyd, Isabella Lorusso, Allysa Lim and 
Paulina Baiden all in Year 8.

“North star” is a personal safety app that calculates the safest route to get to a certain location rather than the 
fastest. The app also has live location sharing that can be used by friends and family. The team also designed a piece 
of hardware that connects to the app and works similarly to a personal protection alarm.”
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Good News at SS Peter and Paul Catholic Primary School in Mitcham

Judges Feedback
“It was obvious a lot of work and thought had gone into this submission. Really good use of data and stats and 
thinking about the many different ways this app could be used. Very relevant problem to tackle and how their idea 
stood out from what currently is available on the market. The prototype with the level of detail was incredibly 
impressive and good addition to make safety features available.”

At the end of May the Online Final will take place and two teams will be selected. We wish Team Nebula the best of 
luck.

We have been learning about ‘Good News’ in the Bible; Jesus has risen from the 
dead and the Holy Spirit is with us, always.

It has been such a tricky year that this felt very poignant.

Pentecost celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our friend 
who guides and helps us. We shared a range of activities with our youngest 
children which explored the effects of the wind on bubbles, ribbons, windmills 
and windchimes. We cannot see the wind, but we can feel it. In the same way, 
we cannot see the Holy Spirit, but we can feel the joy and happiness it brings us.

Our infant children have learnt that the Holy Spirit gave the disciples strength and 
inspiration to go out and spread the Good News in the different languages God 
provided them. They thought about how we can spread the Good News in our 
community by being good role models and by making wise choices. 

Our older children focused on the concept of New Life and being a witness to the 
Good News as apostles of Jesus. They related their understanding to Scripture. 
They looked at New Life from a biblical perspective and focused on the 
conversion of Saul to Paul. They reflected on how sometimes in our lives we need 
a spiritual reminder, especially when we are going through challenging times and 
how it is important to remember that God is always there for us. 

Our EYFS had some Good News in school; their chicks hatched! They really 
enjoyed witnessing the good news of new life, first hand.

We hope you too have experienced Good News recently, and that you will be 
able to share this with others and join us to thank God for our many blessings.

Farewell Trish - CTK says goodbye to much loved treasure!
Patricia Kilgallon, a long-standing and much-loved member of our local Catholic community retired after 29 years of service. 

As Head of RE at Christ the King Sixth Forms, Trish will be remembered by many staff, students and the wider community as a warm 
and happy beacon of faith. Patricia joined CTK from St Paul’s School, Abbey Wood in 1992 and has since taught RE and Philosophy 
to over 50,000 pupils. 

Over 100 people, including family, friends, staff and Alumni, attended her virtual retirement celebrations. In a service that was led by 
Father Micheal Ezenwammadu we were also delighted that Bishop Pat was able to join.

Cambridge Alumni and Governor Jason Ochere spoke with huge warmth and gratitude about his memories of Mrs Kilgallon. Thank-
ing her for her drive, commitment and dedication to students. 

Executive Principal Shireen Razey thanked Trish for her long-standing commitment to our CTK Community. Trish loved singing, 
dancing and was instrumental in the outstanding Chaplaincy provisions at CTK. She gave continuous joy and love while touching the 
lives of many, reminding us of the true ‘Christ The King.’

Trish’s fond memories: 
What do you enjoy most about working in Catholic Education? 
It’s difficult to put into words however from the very beginning I enjoyed working with students. 
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You must have so many fond memories of the students?  
I can think of so many lovely students in my mind who I had the privilege of knowing and 
teaching. 

What are the benefits for students of studying in a Catholic sixth form? 
There are many benefits. The Mission statement underpins what CTK is trying to 
accomplish; that regardless of ability, students should be given the opportunity to achieve 
their potential. 

What’s been your favourite moment/what will you miss most about CTK? 
I loved achieving good results for the students and Christmas Community Day. It’s all been 
amazing! I will miss the people at CTK. It’s the best place for encountering many good 
people on a daily basis.

What are your plans now you’re retiring? 
I look back at those 29 years like it was yesterday and I wish I could do it all again. My 
approach is to take one year at a time. I’m lucky to have my family and grandchildren. 
They give me a life. I try to have in mind ‘if you can do just one thing to help someone 
else, you should do it’ so I look out every day for someone I can help in a little way and 
that keeps me going.
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