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Continuing provision over the Easter Holidays 

You will all no doubt know that the Government is encouraging schools and colleges to 
continue to look after critical workers’ children and vulnerable children throughout what 
would have been the Easter holidays. It is asking schools and colleges to continue to work 
together and make sensible decisions in order to maintain provision for children of workers 
critical to the COVID-19 response and vulnerable children over the Easter holidays. 

The government approached us with a concern as to whether the observance of the feast of 
Easter and other religious festivals would have an impact on this provision, particularly in 
Catholic schools. Given the decisions that the Bishops have already made about the 
celebration of Holy Week and the obligations of Catholics, the CES was able to assure them, 
on behalf of the Bishops, that there is no specifically religious reason why Catholic schools 
cannot play their full part in the national efforts to maintain provision. The Schools Minister 
expressed her gratitude to the Bishops in releasing Catholics from their obligations and her 
gratitude for the Church’s ongoing support of the education system. 

In these extraordinary circumstances, many dioceses are advising schools that will be 
operating on Good Friday to make arrangements so that the solemnity of the day is 
recognised and that pupils and staff have the opportunity to have access to a live stream of 
the Good Friday Liturgy from their Cathedral or another suitable Church. Schools looking for 
other opportunities for liturgies in Holy Week may find the resources available on 
universalis.com (including the Liturgy of the Hours and other devotions) useful, alongside 
those resources produced by dioceses and others. 

I am sure you will continue to encourage your schools and colleges to work with you, their 
trustees (where different), local authorities and other schools to play their full part in the 
nations efforts to combat COVID-19. 

All of us at the CES continue to support all of your efforts and hope you and your families 
stay safe and well throughout these difficult times. 

  

Paul Barber 

Director  

 


