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Laleham Lea School Works with Local Arts Society to Create Beautiful Mosaic

Laleham Lea School in Purley has unveiled a beautiful 
mosaic depicting life at the school created by its pupils.
Supported by funding from The Arts’ Society – Croydon 
Area, the colourful mosaic is located at the Student Entrance 
to the school and was designed and created by pupils from 
Year 1 to Year 6.

Laleham Lea School was approached by The Arts’ Society 
– Croydon Area, who support the Arts in local schools by 
making grants available for the children to be creative,to 
work on the project and the striking mosaic was many 
months in the making.

Ms Barry, Head teacher at Laleham Lea said: “We are delighted with the mosaic which our pupils worked very hard to create in 
their Art lessons and Art Club. “This stunning piece of art will welcome families to our school for many years to come. Our thanks 
go to The Arts’ Society – Croydon Area and to Mrs De Cintra our Art Teacher who led the project and helped the pupils to create 
this masterpiece.”

Janice Brunger from The Arts’ Society – Croydon Area said: “I visited the school at the beginning of the summer term and on a 
number of occasions during the term to see how the project was progressing.  “I was always met with smiling children’s faces 
who seemed to be enjoying cutting pieces of mosaic, gluing the mosaic, sticking them on to the board and gradually seeing their 
design fulfilled. At the end of the term I was pleased to see at the unveiling of the finished project what I thought was a very good 
piece of work.  “I must congratulate the Art Teacher, Alicia de Cintra, for the amount of time she spent on the initial design, order-
ing the materials to be used, supervision of the children involved in the project and adding the finishing touches to the final work.
“I hope that the mosaic will be seen by people entering the school and encourage others to take up Art.  Art, in its many forms, is 
something that can be appreciated by young or old, but if it is not seen it cannot be appreciated.”
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Packing the car with Harvest Goodies
Last term children at Good Shepherd , Downham were very busy. Not just with the usual 
Christmas festivities, but also to mark Harvest and Remembrance Sunday.

During Harvest Festival, members of staff, helped by some of the children, took the 
collections of donated goods off to the local community, who were overwhelmed by the 
generosity of Goof Shepherd.



The Crier Spring 2020 Page 2

On Friday 29th November, as the majority of the children 
who attend St Fidelis Catholic Primary School in Erith, Kent, 
went home to their beds, fifty nine Year 5 and 6 children
returned to school to give up their time to raise money 
for London’s homeless, at the school’s annual ‘Homeless 
Sleepover’.

The evening started with discussions around the definition of 
the word ‘homeless’ and understanding that there are many 
types of situations that can lead to someone being without

St Fidelis Raises Money For St Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity in London.

Pupils at St Ursula’s Convent School make progress that is ‘Well Above Average’

Each pupil has a different starting point and many factors can influence their 
attainment. At St Ursula’s Convent School there is a celebration of pupils’ 
achievements at all levels of attainment. In 2019 12% of our pupils achieved 
an average of two GCSE grades better than expected, across all of their GCSE 
subjects. We also celebrated the achievements of three pupils who gained 
three grades better than expected.

Our school was delighted to learn that out of the 500 girls in England, who 
achieved seven or more grade 9s in their GCSEs in 2018, four pupils were at 
St Ursula’s. The figures for 2019 have yet to be published but St Ursula’s have 
continued in this tradition with 8% of all grades achieved being a 9. Three girls 
in 2019 also achieved seven or more grade 9s.

Headteacher Catrina Hamilton said, “As always we are proud of not only our 

a home. Later on, the children were encouraged to make a shelter from cardboard for protection around their sleeping bag, but 
at the same time having to bear in mind that anti-homeless spikes might be on the pavement where they had chosen to settle 
or that at any time an angry shop owner (aka staff member) might move them on from the location they had chosen to sleep 
in!

The St Fidelis Soup Kitchen opened at 9:00pm, serving hot chocolate and biscuits and children had to be patient while they 
queued and waited for their turn. The next morning, the children wrote their own Christmas wish for the homeless on a silver
star; the stars now hang on a Christmas tree in our main corridor. 

All in all, a huge £740 was raised for St Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity in London.

top achieving students but of all our girls. The results reflect the hard work and desire to succeed by all the staff and students. 
Together they have helped once again to drive us to excellence. In all, receiving an Ursuline education has helped our girls to 
achieve great grades at GCSE, of which they and we are rightly proud. However, it has also instilled in them the ethos of Serviam, 
which will stand them in good stead for the rest of their lives. We look forward to hearing about our girls’ next steps – we know 
they will be extraordinary.”

St Saviour’s Congratulated on High Standard
St Saviour’s Catholic Primary School, Lewisham have received a letter from Rt Hom 
Nick Gibb MP congratulating them in their high standard of reading and mathematics 
in key stage 2. 
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Hunchback goes to Hungary!
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St Philomena’s receives the National Citizen Service Gold Award
We're delighted to share with you that St Philomena's High School is one of the NCS Champion Schools for 2019 

St Philomena’s helped to contribute to over 80,000 young people across the country that volunteered and created a positive im-
pact in their communities. By participating the students have built skills they need for work and life, and broadened their horizons 
by connecting with people who they might not otherwise have the opportunity to meet.

The programme takes place following GCSEs or A levels and lasts three weeks in total.

Week 1 - Adventure, a week of outward bound activities in a residential setting. 
Week 2 - Discovery - a week living in University halls of residence completing team 
activities, including cooking together with having a budget for their own food and 
activities. 
Week 3 - Action - a community or social action project in the local area. 

“I went to Tumbridge Wells for the Adventure week and then St George’s University in Wandsworth for the Discovery week. 
During week three, Action week I volunteered at Carshalton Lavender, a nonprofit community project. It was amazing and I 
made a lot of new friends. I enjoyed it all but the first week was my favorite” Melissa D’Souza Year 12 Student.

Hungarian Consul General enjoys 30th Anniversary of quality 
performances 

Drama students at Richard Challoner School in New Malden 
delivered polished performances of a new dramatisation of Victor 
Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame to packed audiences over 
three nights this week. The second night was a Gala Performance 
and Reception for VIP guests including the Hungarian Consul 
General, Mr Lajos Olah, as well as the Mayor of Kingston, Cllr 
Margaret Thompson.  

This special event was to commemorate the 30th anniversary of 
the school’s first Drama tour to Hungary and several students from 
the original tour were also in the audience.  Spine-tingling versions 
of the National Anthem as well as the Himnusz, the Hungarian 
Anthem, were performed by one of the school’s choirs and 

preceded the Hunchback performance. 

With strong links established by the school’s former Head of Drama and the play’s writer and director, Neil Zoladkiewicz, the 
Challoner performers aged 13 to 18 travel to Budapest as a theatre company every February during half-term to perform plays 
and run workshops.  Next month they will be performing The Hunchback of Notre Dame at the Kolibri Theatre, as well as giving 
a performance and workshops at St Imre’s High School.  A second production of Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Importance of Being 
Earnest’ directed by the current Head of Drama Leigh Norton, will also be performed at the International Buda Stage.

Reflecting on the school’s links in Budapest over the past 30 years, Neil commented: “We have been appearing in the 
beautiful city of Budapest almost every year since 1990! Therefore, the city and the Kolibri Theatre are almost a second home to 
the Challoner Theatre Company! It has been a unique educational experience not only for our own students but also for the 
Hungarian students who come to our performances.  It has been an exciting venture and I am so very proud of all the students 
who have taken part over the years.  We were also honoured that the Consul General and the Mayor were able to attend our 
special Gala Performance and Reception.”

The cast of ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ comprised GCSE and A level students as well as several from the lower school, led 
by Poppy Harry Bagnall as Esmeralda and Oliver McConville as Quasimodo, the Hunchback. The cast demonstrated the wealth 
of dramatic talent that Richard Challoner currently has in the school.  The young performers immersed themselves in the play’s 
colourful characters, and demonstrated their keenness over the past three months, giving up their Sundays and evenings to 
deliver high quality performances.
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St John’s Catholic School, Rotherhithe held their International Week last term. The children took 
part in a Flag Parade where they shared flags from the different countries which they originate 
from. Over 60 countries were represented and we are very proud of the international diversity of our 
school - something to be celebrated!
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Flag Parade

Laleham Lea School Pupils Enjoy Action 
Year 6 pupils at Laleham Lea School in Purley recently enjoyed three adventure filled 
days at PGL’s Marchants Hill site in Surrey.

Taking part in activities including ‘The Giant Swing’, ‘Survivor’ and ‘Zip Wire’ the class 
of 10 and 11-year olds tested their physical and team building skills whilst having lots of 
fun (sometimes in challenging weather conditions).

One pupil said: “First we rode the zip wire with our Coach. He showed us the safety rules 
and gave an example of himself doing it. We all got to have four goes…it was. totally 
AWESOME! I loved it and everyone else did too.”

St Ursula’s Convent School celebrate the Feast of St Angela Merici 
The Feast Day of our Founder, St Angela Merici, was the ideal opportunity to bring our whole school together for Mass – something 
that has not been done for over 25 years.

It was very fitting to be together as a whole school with the launch of the Ursuline Education Community (UEC). This has been 
running in all 8 Ursuline schools in England since September 2019. At the core of the UEC is the Ursuline Student Profile. The 
profile includes ten virtues and all schools started by working on the first - ‘United in Harmony’. This term, St Ursula’s Convent 
School moved to the second virtue – ‘Grateful and Generous’.

Being together as a whole school was a huge celebration and a culmination of ‘United in Harmony’ and ‘Grateful and Generous’. 
As a celebration of our multicultural community together, and our worldwide Ursuline family, 67 national flags were processed 
at the start of the Mass, and laid at the altar rail. During the Mass these served as a visual reminder of our school’s links, and 
connections in prayer, with our Ursuline family worldwide.

Whilst another pupil added: “Abseiling was my FAVOURITE activity, not many people did this and I now understand why. The 
platform was very high up and you have to walk vertically backwards down the wall being held by a harness and ropes. I was 
lucky enough to have three goes!”

Ms Barry, Head teacher at Laleham Lea said: “It is a long standing tradition at Laleham Lea for our departing Year 6 pupils to 
enjoy a fun residential trip together before they continue their educational journey at their next schools.

“This Year 6 group have all worked so hard during their time with us; many of them earning places at the local Grammar 
schools and scholarships to Independent Schools for next year. It is lovely for them all to have this chance to enjoy a wonderful 
trip with their friends and make some very happy memories to look back on for years to come.” 

Fr Kevin Robinson joined us and celebrated Mass together with Fr Louie 
from the Cathedral Parish. The Greenwich Ursuline community were also 
in attendance along with school governors and many parents, carers and 
grandparents.

The Mass was a very moving experience; witnessing the response from the 
girls, their singing, and seeing the whole school process in silence to receive 
holy communion or a blessing, was incredibly humbling to watch. What an 
experience to see over 600 girls show such witness to their father and the 
sacrament, reflecting their commitment to the Ursuline pledge and how they 
value the vision of St Angela.



Feedback from our pupils was incredibly positive. They valued the opportunity of mixing with other year groups, singing and praying 
together, at a whole school Mass. This is something that is not possible locally to our school. Many beautiful comments were 
received from members of the congregation, who were not connected with the school, but who joined in our celebration. The pupils’ 
quality of singing to ‘Oceans’ was absolutely phenomenal and this did not go unrecognised by members of the public. Fr Louie also 
commented on how lovely the Mass was and the impeccable behaviour of our girls. We would like to thank all those that helped 
make this day possible and well done to everyone involved.
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Highest level accreditation for exceptional education Packed Activity Break
Members of the Richard Challoner School community in New Malden are delighted that 
the school has been successful in achieving accreditation at the highest level in relation 
to its Professional Learning programmes for staff development, and for its Principled 
Curriculum Design. In both these areas, the school’s practice has been recognised as 
transformational.

Over the course of the last term, staff have been working towards an application for 
accreditation in two strands of the Framework for Exceptional Education. Designed by 
the SSAT Leading Edge Network, a national network specifically for high-performing 
schools, this framework provides a rigorous and aspirational structure for self-review, 
peer-review, collaboration and planning in a number of key areas of school leadership 
and development.

Reflecting on this accreditation, Sean Maher, Head Teacher, commented: “It is 
wonderful to be recognised by SSAT for the work that we are trying to do around 
staff professional development and the curriculum. If we truly want a world class 
education for our young people, then we must invest time and energy into making 
our teachers the very best in the world whilst at the same time teaching a carefully 
constructed and appropriate curriculum. We are delighted for our staff and our stu-
dents.”

As well as affirmation of the school’s current vision in these crucial areas and the 
chance to reflect and plan for future growth, this accreditation also gives the school 
an opportunity to express heartfelt thanks for the support given by families, staff, 
governors and the local community.
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